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This issue of Immuno-
hematology is a very special
one. It is dedicated to
Dr. Scott Murphy, a uniquely
gifted physician renowned for
his equanimity, who passed
away last year after a long and
courageous battle with lympho-
ma. After lengthy service on
Immunohematology’s editorial
board, Scott became its senior
medical editor in 2003,serving in
that capacity for almost 3 years, until his untimely
death in April 2006. He was a driving force behind a
bold new direction for the journal, beginning with its
20th anniversary celebration in 2004, marked by four
special issues devoted to review articles. As a result of
Scott’s efforts, the journal has a new look. Every issue
is packed with important reviews from leaders in
transfusion medicine along with the primary research
reports that have always made the journal a valuable
resource for blood group serologists and molecular
biologists.
After an internal medicine internship and
residency at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston,
Scott returned to his native Philadelphia to complete a
research fellowship in hematology at the Presbyterian-
University of Pennsylvania Medical Center. He
published his very first paper in the New England
Journal of Medicine the following year. A landmark
report, this research launched warm platelet storage,
making routine platelet support feasible and ushering
in an era of aggressive cancer treatment and complex
surgical procedures. Scott served on the medical staffs
of the Presbyterian-University of Pennsylvania Medical
Center and the Thomas Jefferson University Hospital,
finally accepting the position of chief medical officer at
the Penn-Jersey Region of the American Red Cross
Blood Services in 1994. Throughout his career, he
guided international efforts in platelet container
design, storage medium development, and platelet
viability assessment. Most recently, he developed
“Murphy’s Rule,” a proposal for an objective quality
standard for stored platelets adopted by the Food and
Drug Administration. The importance of Scott’s work
has been recognized with numerous honors, including
the AABB’s Karl Landsteiner Award and the American
Red Cross’ Charles R. Drew Award for Lifetime
Achievement. He was a member and past chairman of
the Biomedical Excellence for Safer Transfusion (BEST)
Collaborative, a prolific group of international
transfusion medicine leaders, an accomplishment of
which Scott was quite proud.
This issue, written by his peers and collaborators,
contains reviews of interest to platelet serologists and
hospital-based cellular therapists. Richard Aster and
Peter Newman recount the noteworthy history of the
discovery of the HPA-1 polymorphism that has resulted
in a better understanding of platelet alloimmunity and
improvements in the support of alloimmunized
patients. Cecile Kaplan takes this further with a skillful
description of the consequences of platelet alloim-
munization in fetuses and neonates, reviewing the
common syndrome of fetomaternal/neonatal allo-
immune thrombocytopenia. Hans Gulliksson provides
a fascinating perspective on platelet additive solutions
that promise to improve storage conditions and reduce
the allogeneic plasma content of apheresis and whole
blood–derived platelets. Laura Cooling writes elegantly
about the basic science underlying major and minor
ABO mismatches in platelet transfusion as well as the
clinical consequences of the use of out-of-group
platelets. Maryann Keashen-Schnell shares a personal
perspective as one of Scott’s coworkers, investigating a
perplexing case of posttransfusion purpura.
Finally, an original article and several noteworthy
communications complete this issue, dedicated to the
life and work of a dearly missed collaborator, mentor,
leader, and friend, Scott Murphy.
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